
9 Beech Grove, Warminster, Wiltshire, BA12 0AB Tel: 01985 213436

Chairman: Councillor Angus Neish Clerk Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM

Minutes of the meeting of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council held at the Village Hall Maiden Bradley on Tuesday 15th July 2014 at 7.30pm.

Present: Councillors

Councillor Patrick Nixon, Councillor Ben Gunstone and Councillor Jerry Rayner
In attendance: The Parish Clerk, Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM, and 1 member of the public were present at the meeting.

Public Question Time Public Bodies (admissions to meetings) Act 1960 s 1 extended by the LG Act 972 s 100. 
Chairman Mel Thomas addressed Council; he thanked the Parish Council for its donation to the Village Hall. He informed the Council that the Doctors Surgery room is to be started this week and that the Dr’s room will be named the Eileen Seal room and opened by Dr Murrison. It was felt that that was a fitting tribute. He did report to Council that there is a problem that has come up with sewerage at the Village Hall but that this was to be investigated; hopefully it will be Wessex Waters responsibility.

The Chairman spoke on the recent Village Show and the issues with the sloped entrance, Sydenham’s have agreed, following discussions to the suggested replacement of a section of fencing with a gate to give an alternative entrance. The Chairman asked if the Parish Council would consider joining with the Village Hall Committee in sharing the cost of this replacement gate. 
The turning circle for mowers etc was discussed; and the need for this to be ascertained. It was also felt that the back entrance fencing required replacing too and the possible shared cost of a removable barrier could be put in place instead as the access for the Recreational Area is a problem for large events. It was that felt opening it up would be advantageous. The Village Hall Committee Chairman said he would be willing to arrange the work and over see it along with the shared cost. The Chairman thanked him for coming and that the items highlighted would be discussed.
14/058 Acceptance of apologies for absence Schedule 12 of the Local Government Act 1972, Under Section 85(1) of the Local Government Act1972, 

Resolved: Wiltshire Council Unitary Councillor Fleur De Rhe Philipe had sent her apologies. Councillor Angus Neish had sent his apologies due to a family commitment. Councillor Sarah Fry had sent her apologies due to ill health Council resolved her reason for absence. Councillor Karen Jenkins was absent, no apologies had been received.
14/059 Chairman’s announcements

Resolved: none given 
14/060 Dispensations

Resolved: the Clerk reported that none had been received.

14/061 To receive declarations of interests Local Authorities (Disclosable Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 (SI 2012/1464) (NB this does not preclude any later declarations).

Resolved: none received 

14/062 Exclusion of the Press and Public Standing Order #1c

Resolved: not required

14/063 To receive and sign the minutes of the Full Council meeting held on 10th June  2014 (Previously circulated) LGA 1972 Sch 12 para 41(1)

Resolved:  the minutes were a true record of the meetings decisions, Proposed Councillor Ben Gunstone Seconded Councillor Jerry Rayner
14/064 New Councillor Vacancy

Resolved: Councillors would network with the new residents.
14/065 Parish Steward/Highways

Resolved: agreed the additional cost of £60.40 for the Speed Indicator Post highlighted by the Highways Team as the quote from Balfour Beatty regarding the costing for the post to be installed; had increased to a total cost of £160.40 since the original correspondence. This quote includes the post, concrete footings and the installation.
Councillor Patrick Nixon also spoke to council on his meeting with Imogen Dallimore the Community Co-ordinator re the work required in the parish. He reported that some of the work requested has not been actioned. Councillor Nixon and the Clerk will meet nearer the time to speak on a work list.

14/066 Defibrillator Project

Resolved: to note the agreement received from the Village Shop Committee to the fitment of the defibrillator to the outside of the shop and the use of the Electricity yearly to heat the housing cabinet. 
It was resolved that the Village shop to be given a grant of £12.00 a year under s 137 for the cost of the electricity, this amount would be reviewed Annually to make sure the shop was not compromised financially in any way in the future. 

The Clerk reported that she would take delivery of the defibrillator the next day. It was agreed that the Clerk keep hold of the Defibrillator until Chairman could arrange its fitting. The Clerk updated Council on the receipt of the pledges and further donations advised of to date.
14/067 Knapp Fencing 

Resolved: to note that there was to be a meeting arranged in August, between Councillor Ben Gunstone and John Priestner to move the project forward.
14/068 Forces March Event 

Resolved: noted the email received from Danny Greeno, Council hoped the discussions on the new access point will deal with the issue of the entrance being churned up in the wet weather in the future. 
14/069 Recreational Area Graffiti

Resolved: the Graffiti had not come off so far; Councillors Ben Gunstone and Jerry Rayner advised other chemicals would be trialled; Council approved this course of action. 
Resolved: The suggestion from the Village Hall Committee regarding a possible change to one section of the fencing on recreational area from a fenced area, to a gated way to give a level access from the road way, thus addressing the issues of the sloped entrance area being torn up during wet periods of use, was agreed. 
The shared cost of moving of the present gate was agreed, subject to the grounds maintenance firm informing the Clerk this course of action would cause no issue for them. 
The further suggestion that the back entrance fencing is replaced was agreed and the shared cost of a removable barrier be put in place instead of a fixed fence, as the access for the Recreational Area is a problem for large events. The Chairman of the Village Hall would be asked to inform the Clerk of possible costs, these would then be agreed from the Risk and Reserves Budget as the replacement of fencing on the recreational area had not been budgeted within the precept for the 2014/2015 budget.
14/070 Planning

14/05424/FUL Land Rear of 40 Church Street Maiden Bradley

Proposal: Change of use from farriers/blacksmiths workshop to B1 use for printers/bookbinders with associated alterations including extension to north elevation.

Resolved: to support the application.
14/071 Annual Parish Council Newsletter

Resolved: Councillor Patrick Nixon would proof the draft and the Clerk would circulate the final copy for approval at the next meeting.
14/072 Annual Audit of Play Area Sheets & Knapp Area

Resolved: noted that the Clerk had actioned an audit on the Recreational Area Paper work and had noted that there is no further action required.

14/073 VAT Claim

Resolved:  noted that the Clerk had actioned a claim for £206.39 for VAT from the 8th April 2014 to 10th June 2014.

14/074 PAYEE 

Resolved: noted that there were no payments required to date for the Clerks payee.

14/075 External Audit

Resolved: to note that the External Audit papers had been received back and no comments had been made. The cost of the audit would only be £100.00 so a saving of £80.00 will have been made against the budget. This was seen as helpful as costs for the fencing suggestions had not been budgeted for.
14/076 Approval and signing of Parish Accounts for the month of June 2014
Internal Audit Accounts & Audit Regulations 2003 reg 2

Resolved: approved the accounts for June 2014. Treasures Account held £2174.66, the Deposit Account £918.04.
14/077 Payments LGA 1972 s150 (5)
Resolved: reviewed and approved the items of expenditure listed below: 
Invoices

Wages July LGA 1972 s111 Standing Order




£335.92
Postage LGA 1972 s111 000889






£    4.34 

Travelling Clerk LGA 1972 s111 000890





£    7.74

Heat Light etc LGA 1972 s111000891





£    8.67
K. M. Dike Nurseries Open Spaces act 1906 ss 9 and 10 000895

£268.13

Maiden Bradley Village Hall Hire LGA 1972 s111000892


£143.00

Grant Thornton External Audit LGA 9172 s150(5) 000893


£120.00

SLCC Digital Engagement Course Didcot LGA 1972 s111000894

£174.00

Councillors noted that a bursary of £72.50 had been received from NALC in the financial year 2013/2014 towards this course and that Horningsham and the Upper Deverills Parish Councils would be invoiced £24.16 each for their agreed contribution to the cost.
Travelling Didcot 98 miles 45p per mile £44.10 total shared LGA 1972 s111£   14.70
West Country Environmental Services Public Health Act 1875 

 £   30.00

Travelling SLCC Digital Engagement Course shared LGA 1972 s111
 £   14.70
Receipts 

Defibrillator Project Pledges 500019





£30.00

Defibrillator Project Pledges 500020





£10.00
Resolved: to note that the Clerk had moved £1100.0 from Account number 07052153 to 00108234 on the 30th June 2014 to cover the above payments.

14/078 Policy

Resolved: to approve and adopt the draft policies below:

Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council

Petitions 

Introduction

This Council welcomes feedback from its parishioners. The preferred method is through direct contact either

· Face to face at the Council meetings

· Through contact with Councillors

· By phone to the Clerk on 01985 213436

· Or by e-mail – maidenbradley@virginmedia.com 

· This allows the Council to answer your questions quickly, and if a policy decision needs to be made it will be placed on the appropriate agenda.

If a parishioner feels that their concerns have not been satisfactorily met there is a complaints procedure which is covered in a separate policy.

However the Council recognises that petitions are one way in which people can let us know their concerns. All petitions sent or presented to the Council will receive an acknowledgement within 10 working days. This acknowledgement will set out what we plan to do with the petition. We will treat something as a petition if it is identified as such, or if it seems to us that it is intended to be a petition.

Paper petitions can be sent to:

Mrs Sarah Jeffries MILCM

Parish Clerk

Maiden Bradley Parish Council 

9 Beech Grove

Warminster

Witlshire

BA12 0AB

How the Council will accept a petition

Petitions submitted to the Council must include:

· A clear and concise statement covering the subject of the petition. It should state what action the petitioners wish the Council to take.

· The name and address and signature of any person supporting the petition.

· The Council will take into account identifiable signatures of people who provide valid addresses, where they live, work or study in the area and may take into account other signatures.

· Petitions should be accompanied by contact details, including an address, for the petition organiser. This is the person we will contact to explain how we will respond to the petition. If the petition does not identify a petition organiser, we will contact signatories to the petition to agree who should act as the petition organiser.

· Petitions which are considered to be vexatious, abusive or otherwise inappropriate will not be accepted.

What will the Council do when it receives any petition?

· An acknowledgement will be sent to the petition organiser within 10 working days of receiving the petition. It will let them know what we plan to do with the petition and when they can expect to hear from us again. Details of the petition will also be published on our website, although the contact details of the petition organiser will not be included.

· The petition will be placed on the Full Council agenda, and the petition organiser will be advised of this. 

Full Council meeting procedure

The petition organiser will be given five minutes to present the petition at the meeting and the petition will then be discussed by Councillors for a maximum of 15 minutes. The Council will decide how to respond to the petition at this meeting. They may decide to take the action the petition requests, not to take the action requested for reasons put forward in the debate, or to commission further investigation into the matter, for example by a relevant committee. The petition organiser will receive written confirmation of this decision. 

If your petition is about something over which the Council has no direct control we will consider making representations on behalf of the community to the relevant body. 

Review of Procedure

This procedure will be reviewed from time to time to ensure that it remains effective.

Resolved: to adopt the draft as it is.

CHILD PROTECTION POLICY 

Policy Statement 

Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council is committed to ensuring that children and vulnerable adults are protected and kept safe from harm whilst they are engaged in any activity associated with the Parish Council. 

Policy Objective: 
To ensure that where possible all facilities and activities offered by the Parish Council are designed and maintained to limit risk to children and vulnerable people. 

To promote the general welfare, health and development of children by being aware of child protection issues and to be able to respond where appropriate as a local government organisation. 

To develop procedures in recording and responding to accidents and complaints and to alleged or suspected incidents of abuse and neglect

As the Parish Council does not directly provide care or supervision services to children, it expects all children using its facilities to do so with the consent and the necessary supervision of a parent or other responsible adult. 

Aims 
The aim of this policy document is to guide members of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council should any child protection issue arise during their work. 

Responsibilities & Procedures 
A Child Protection Officer will be appointed from within the Council and his/her responsibilities will include: 

Ensuring that before any Parish Council organised event with children or vulnerable persons, the Child Protection Officer brief participants appropriately. 

Ensuring that members are aware of the risk they may face in certain circumstances whilst carrying out their duties. 

Ensuring that whilst Council members are unlikely to be involved with children during the performance of their duties they are mindful of the risk they face. 

Ensuring that before any volunteers or paid members of staff are recruited to work with children and vulnerable persons they are interviewed and two references taken up 

Decisions on whether any person should be CRB checked will be made by the Council or the Chairman after consultation with the Clerk following risk assessment. 

All new councillors are to be provided with a copy of the child protection policy and are required to acknowledge they will abide by it. 

Councillors will adhere to the 'List of Recommended Behaviour' namely: 

 A minimum of two adults present when supervising children. 

 Not to play physical contact games. 

 Adults to wear appropriate clothing at all times 

 Ensure that accidents are recorded in an accident book. 

 Never do anything of a personal nature for a young person.

Keep records in an incident book of any allegations a young person may make to any committee member or volunteer. Incident book to be presented to the Parish Council full meeting for inspection 

If there is a child abuse incident it should be reported to the Child Protection Officer who will be responsible for ensuring the matter is handled in accordance with the Local Safeguarding Children Board procedures and also referred to the Council for further action as appropriate and future risk assessment. 

Facilities offered by the Parish Council have been inspected on a regular basis and at least annually by a representative of RoSPA or a similar organisation. 

Sharing information about child protection and good practice with partner organisations, councillors, employees, volunteers, parents and carers. 

In the event of a contractor, working directly for the Parish Council, being deemed to be working in any area where children may be at risk, then that contractor will be asked to provide their Child Protection Policy. 

Declaration 
Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council is fully committed to safeguarding the well-being of children by protecting them from physical, sexual, emotional harm and neglect. 

All members of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Council should read the Council’s Child Protection Policy. Having read the Policy they should be proactive in providing a safe environment for children and vulnerable people who are involved in Parish Council activities. 

This Policy will be reviewed annually at the Annual Parish Council meeting. 

14/079 Clerk’s Report

Review Objectives for next year so that budget preparations can be started

Resolved: to consider the Clerks suggestion of looking at developing a possible Village Design Statement/Neighbourhood Plan, a Grants budget of £1000.00 for groups/clubs and the national recommendations re the Clerk’s wages for 2015/2016 when looking at the budget preparations.
Website Update

Resolved:  that the Clerk remind the Frome Football Committee regarding their donation, and noted their agreement to a link to their website to give parishioners children the opportunity to find out more about the Football Club and find out how to access the sessions available on the recreational area.
Warminster Area Board 

Resolved: to note that Christopher Newbury had been voted on as Chairman for a further year. The Community Campus consultation had been accepted and the project will now move forward to look at sights and the wish list of the community, along with how it can be achieved. Council also noted that the Upper Deverills Parish Plan had been accepted by the board and accepted a copy of the plan to read.
SLCC International Symposium

Resolved: to note the Clerks report “There is not less of a digital gap, between young and old nor less educated, and well educated it is more between rural and cities.” There is a large gap for the participation in cities and the rural areas with IT. Things are moving fast and the rural areas are not working as fast due to the technological gap. It was debated that there is a need to change the distance between cities and villages. The Dutch, Belgium and French have addressed this gap they have energetic participation now in their local governance, in Norway and Sweden the digital gap is closed completely, they are all connected with the cities, people work from home more than in the cities.  Large companies have their workers scattered in the rural areas and its working well.  The Clerk would email her notes to Councillors to view if wished.
14/080 Meetings for Councillors to consider attending

Resolved: noted that no meetings had been brought to the Clerks attention
14/081 Correspondence received 

Wiltshire Council Garden Waste Consultation

Resolved: to support the below:
1. A three month suspension of the non-chargeable kerbside garden waste service with no collections taking place in December, January and February.

Wiltshire Council’s Spatial Planning Team to undertake a comprehensive Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment in the area

Wiltshire Council Community Infrastructure Levy

Resolved: to note the above consultations but declined to comment. 
All Email Correspondence received by the Clerk had been emailed or posted to Councillors. A list can be requested from the Clerk, if required.

Booklets & Brochures on the below list were also received.

Resolved: to note that none received all documentation was received by email.

14/082 Parish Clerks Delegated Powers LGA 1972 s101

Resolved: to note none had been used.

14/083 Notice of items to be taken into consideration at the next meeting in September 

Resolved: Receipt of second Precept Payment, ½ yearly Budget check, Review Risk Assessments.
14/084 Items for Parish Newsletter & Notice Boards

Resolved: brief of the minutes in the Parish News, on Facebook and place the minutes on both of the noticeboards. Facebook, the Clerk to contact the Youth Club of opportunities to place information/activities of the Youth Club, on the Facebook site.
14/085 Date of the next meeting

Resolved: that Tuesday 9Th September 2014 is the date of the next meeting. The Parish Meeting will start at 7.30pm. All are welcome to attend.
The Meeting finished at   20.17 pm  Members of the Council considered the foregoing matters in consideration of their duties: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime and Disorder; health and Safety, and Human Rights.
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